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INTRODUCTION 
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story is the most ancient form of literature 


us a! 


This cry has an 


the grown-up persons 


ft is as old as mankind. The desire to tell stories and to listen 
to them is inherent in human nature. Chi Idem all over the 
world, ever since they learn to speak, come out with a cry, ‘Tell 
us a story.’ This cry has an echo in the grown-up persons 
also That is why there has never been any time in any country 
when the short story has not been popular. Primitive people 
used to sit around the jungle-fire to listen to a story told by one 
'of them gifted in the art Even now people sit by the hearth 
in winter evenings to fill their dull hours with a charm by 
telling or by listening to a story. 

The great teachers like Jesus Christ and Gautam Buddha 
made story or parable a means to explain the truths of 
religion to the people. The mythology of every country is 
full of stories of gods and men. But the short story as it is known 
today, is a bit different from the Buddhist ‘Jataks’ or from the 

parables of Christ. 

The modern short story is a conscious art. It has 
own technique and artistic design. A story, if it claims to 
a thing of art, must be a compact, well rounded whole and must 
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2. What happened when the king was with the hermit ? 

3. Write a note on the moral of the story. 
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4. Write a critical appreciation of the story. 
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